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Syringe Feeding Guidelines

How to prepare the food

e Mix powered food with water according to directions on the bag.
o The food should be pancake batter consistency
e Your veterinarian will provide you with the amount and frequency of feeding based on your
patient’s needs.
e Refrigerate any unused food solution, then discard after 24 hours.
e Unopened bags of product are shelf stable for 2 years. Once open store product in sealed
bag in the refrigerator for up to 30 days.

How to prepare pet for hand feeding

e Some pets will willingly accept hand feeding, while some pets require more restraint
e Ferrets often can be gently held by the scruff for hand feeding
e Atowel wrap works well to restrain prey species for hand feeding (rabbits, rodents)
o Place your pet in the middle of the towel on a table or the floor
o Fold the back of the towel over the rump
o Tuck the towel under the chin and cover the front feet
o Fold and tuck each corner of the towel over your pet like a burrito

How to feed your pet

e Pull up food solution into a feeding syringe (your veterinarian will provide you with syringes)
o A small amount of water can be added to the solution if it is too thick
e Introduce the syringe gently into the side of the mouth
e Administer a small amount of food at a time, ensuring that your pet swallows before giving
more
o Giving too much food too fast may result in aspiration or choking
e Feed multiple small meals throughout the day
e Continue to offer your pet’s normal diet in addition to hand feeding unless otherwise
directed

Additional tips and tricks

o If your pet is especially squirmy try sitting them in a small shallow box, such as a litter box
e Feed petin an unfamiliar room

e Try different size syringes

e Be calm and patient
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Burrito Towel Wrap

i 4. Tuck towel under chin and
6. Place petin center of the 1. Fold and tuck opposite corner
towel cover front feet
over pet
7. Fold back of towel over 5. Fold and tuck one corner over
rump pet

3. Ensure all 4 legs are wrapped in the towel and your pet is 2. Gently introduce syringe into the

secure corner of the mouth to administer
food or medication



