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Reptile Injection Guidelines

How to prepare pet for the injection

e Remove your pet from their enclosure and place on a flat surface, such as a table or the
floor

o If possible, have one person restrain your pet, while the other person gives the injection
o Atowel wrap works well to restrain lizards and some turtles

o Place your pet in the middle of the towel on a table or the floor

o Fold the back of the towel over the rump

o Fold and tuck each corner of the towel over your pet like a burrito maintaining

access to the front legs
o For some pets, it may help to cover the eyes with the towel

How to administer injection

e Your veterinarian may provide prepared syringes containing premeasured volumes of
medication
e Lizards and turtles:
o Restrain pet and extend one of the front legs (alternate legs with injections)
= Do not administer medication in the hind limbs, it won’t work as well
o Insert the needle under or between scales to puncture the skin. The injection should
be administered in a muscular area between the wrist and elbow or between the
elbow and shoulder.
e Snakes:
o Restrain pet
o Insert the needle under or between scales to puncture the skin on the top of the
snake. The injection should be administered within the muscle on either side of the
vertebra (spine) in the front 1/3 to 1/2 of the body.
e Before injecting, gently pull back on the plunger to ensure there is no blood present. If you
do see blood, simply remove the syringe and insert in a different location.
e  While holding the syringe steady, push the plunger to inject the contents of the syringe

Commonly prescribed medications
e CCFA (ceftiofur): This is an antibiotic that is commonly prescribed to reptiles for a variety of
conditions, including upper respiratory infections, skin infections, and wounds
o Lizards: Administer 1 injection every 7 days
o Snakes: Administer 1 injection every 3-5 days as directed
o Turtles: Administer 1 injection every 3-5 days as directed
e Ketoprofen: This is an anti-inflammatory medication. This medication is used to manage
pain, swelling, or inflammation in reptiles.
o Administer 1 injection every 48 hours or as directed
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Insert needle through the skin under or between the scales

Injections should be given in the front 1/3 of the body Insert needle into fnuscie area besie vertebra (red dotted line)
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